THE CHRISTIAN MINORITIES         219
Turkish, it contained representatives of the Christian
communities and these, which produced all the wealth,
were semi-self-governing.
For a while the Greeks obtained such influence that
at one time they virtually controlled the administration
of the Ottoman Empire, This period of what is known
as that of the " Phanariot Rule " came to an end with
the revolt of Greece proper in 1821. From this date
onwards each success of the Greeks of Greece spelt
disaster for the Greeks of Turkey. It is instructive to
remember that the original revolt of the Hellenes was
made possible by the rapacity and extortion of their
Phanariot Greek rulers.
As long as the Empire was all-powerful the Turks
were content; but times changed. From the defeat
in front of Vienna and the death of Suleiman the Mag-
nificent the Turkish power declined rapidly, until by
the eighteenth century each and every observer pro
phesied its immediate dissolution.
In Europe there came an age of expansion and every
great nation looked on Turkey with greedy eyes. One
by one they pressed in on her, eager for their share of
the spoils at her imminent dissolution. The diplomats
found a congenial sphere and played one against the
other till the tottering Ottoman Empire was buttressed
up on every side by the rivals. Jealous of each other
they maintained the moribund state, but all were afraid
to rush in and complete the destruction. Russia made
one bold attempt in the early nineteenth century, and
it resulted in her defeat in the Crimean War. Pieces
of territory were torn away, when occasion served.